
Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

80.4% 638
39.0% 310
57.8% 459
23.3% 185
40.8% 324
41.6% 330
26.3% 209

Other (please specify) 276
answered question 794

skipped question 32

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

0.9% 7
53.5% 431
45.6% 367

answered question 805
skipped question 21

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

30.2% 222
16.2% 119
10.6% 78
6.7% 49
12.5% 92
16.3% 120
7.5% 55

Other (please specify) 53
answered question 735

skipped question 91

1.  In general, what do you like to do most during your leisure time? Select all that apply

Answer Options
Active outdoor sports or recreational activities
Cultural activities, like theater, musical or art performances
Dining out
Indoor sports or recreational activities
Movies
Outdoor social gatherings, like picnicking
Spectator sporting events, like baseball or football games

2.  Thinking about the availability of open space, parks and facilities in Sunnyvale to serve your household's sports and recreational needs, would you say that there are about enough, too many or too few facilities?

Answer Options
Too many
About enough
Too few

3. Which of the following benefits of parks is most important to you? (Select your top choice)

Answer Options
Provide opportunities to enjoy nature/ outdoors
Promote youth activity
Improve health and wellness
Protect the natural environment
Help older adults remain active
Connect people together, building stronger families and neighborhoods
Enhance community image and sense of place
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

14.8% 107
13.4% 97
39.8% 288
11.8% 85
12.3% 89
7.9% 57

Other (please specify) 97
answered question 723

skipped question 103

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

24.5% 181
23.7% 175
28.9% 213
15.2% 112
40.1% 296
8.7% 64
12.2% 90
4.6% 34
13.4% 99

Other (please specify) 73
answered question 738

skipped question 88

4.  How can Sunnyvale's park system best be improved? (Select your top choice)

Answer Options
Acquiring land for future parks
Developing new parks
Upgrading existing parks
Building major new facilities, such as pools, community centers or a dedicated sports complex
Acquiring natural areas
Increasing maintenance service standard

5.  What additional types of park are most needed in Sunnyvale? (Please check your top TWO choices only)

Answer Options
Small parks in my neighborhood
Large multi-use parks that serve the whole community
Natural areas
A park consisting primarily of sports fields
Greenbelts, or dedicated walking and biking paths, like the John W. Christian Greenbelt
Dog Parks
Community Gardens
Outdoor Amphitheater
No additional parks are needed

A good deal of respondents requested either improvements to or new developments of 
golf courses (particularly the 9-hole golf course), Cricket grounds, and a park with runway 
for remote controlled planes. These three interests were expressed repeatedly across all 
open-ended responses. Other common responses included developing more trails 
connections between parks, building a skate park, and simple requests to maintain 
existing parks and recreation facilities. Other less frequent responses included more small, 
neighborhood parks development, better amenities (such as restrooms) in existing parks, 
and more programs in general for teens and youth. 
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

12.3% 90
17.4% 127
4.0% 29
3.0% 22
17.4% 127
42.9% 313
12.1% 88
2.7% 20
9.1% 66
9.5% 69
5.5% 40
9.7% 71
4.5% 33
7.4% 54
5.9% 43
5.2% 38
8.8% 64

Other (please specify) 110
answered question 729

skipped question 97

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

29.1% 217
13.4% 100
8.2% 61
27.7% 206
16.4% 122
14.9% 111
7.9% 59
8.7% 65
28.2% 210

answered question 745
skipped question 81

6.  What additional types of amenities are most needed in Sunnyvale's parks? (Please check your top TWO choices only)

Answer Options
Picnic Areas
Playgrounds for young children
Tennis courts
Basketball courts
Restrooms
Walking/biking paths
Multi-use fields (soccer, lacrosse)
Baseball/ Softball fields
Par Course/ Exercise stations
Recreational swimming pool
Interactive water playground
Dog exercise area
Bocce ball
Unstructured play areas
Skateboard features
Large climbing structures
No additional amenities are needed

7.  What additional types of facility spaces are most needed in Sunnyvale? (Please check your top TWO choices only)  

Answer Options
Multi-use Community Center
Aerobics/exercise classrooms
Large multi-purpose/reception room
Space for teen activities
Space for senior activities
Spaces for Recreation Department classes
Meeting / conference rooms
Special event (e.g. weddings)
No additional facility spaces are needed

As with other questions, there were a significant number of respondents requesting 
Cricket grounds (with amenities like changing rooms and practice nets), improvements at 
the 9- and 18- hole golf courses (including restrooms and driving range), and a landing 
strip and other amenities for remote controlled planes. Other requests included more 
community gardens, a par course, an indoor swimming pool, and more natural areas with 
areas for water and vegetation. Specific amenities suggested included more restrooms in 
parks; covered areas for picnics, swings, and benches; lighting at the skate park and all 
parks; and more amenities in general for toddlers and teenagers. 
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

65.4% 502
18.9% 145
10.9% 84
3.3% 25
1.6% 12

answered question 768
skipped question 58

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

54.5% 12
4.5% 1
22.7% 5
0.0% 0
4.5% 1
9.1% 2
9.1% 2

answered question 22
skipped question 804

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

54.1% 416
45.9% 353

answered question 769
skipped question 57

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

18.9% 57
21.9% 66
4.0% 12
10.9% 33
2.0% 6
0.7% 2
3.6% 11
32.8% 99
1.0% 3
4.3% 13

Other (please specify) 42
answered question 302

skipped question 524

8.  How often do you or members of your household visit parks in Sunnyvale?�

Answer Options
Once a week or more
Once or twice a month
A few time a year
Seldom or never
Don't know

9.  If you seldom or never visit parks in Sunnyvale, what is the primary reason?

Answer Options
Not interested/No time
Lack of facilities
Too far away; not conveniently located
Do not have transportation
Don't know where they are
Don't know what's available
Too active or crowded

10. Do you participate in recreation or sports programs offered by the City of Sunnyvale?

Answer Options
Yes
No

11. If you do not participate in recreation or sports programs offered by the City of Sunnyvale, what is your top reason for not participating?�

Answer Options
Not aware of programs
Don't have activities I'm interested in
Poor quality of programs
Held at inconvenient times
Held at inconvenient locations
Classes or programs are full
Need child care in order to participate
Too busy; no time
Lack of transportation
Too expensive
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

28.0% 210
22.4% 168
31.8% 238
33.8% 253
26.0% 195
4.3% 32
21.4% 160
5.2% 39

Other (please specify) 25
answered question 749

skipped question 77

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

25.8% 170
13.3% 88
11.1% 73
4.4% 29
5.9% 39
31.2% 206
22.0% 145
26.8% 177
25.8% 170
4.2% 28

Other (please specify) 204
answered question 660

skipped question 166

12.  What are the most convenient recreational program times for you and others in your household? (Please check your top TWO choices only)

Answer Options
Weekday mornings
Weekday afternoons
Weekday evenings
Weekend mornings
Weekend afternoons
Weekend evenings
Drop-in formats, rather than ongoing activities.
Don't know, n/a

13.  From the following list, which two public outdoor recreation facilities do members of your household use most often? (Please check your top TWO choices only)

Answer Options
Athletic fields such as baseball, softball, soccer, football or rugby
Swimming pools
Tennis courts
Basketball courts
Skate parks
Children's play areas
Picnic areas
Neighborhood greenbelts
Lawn areas
Don't know, n/a

Golf was the dominant response to this question, with a good deal of respondents listing 
Sunken Gardens as the facility they use most often. Other common responses included 
dog park, Cricket, bike paths, walking trails and community gardens.  
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

26.3% 175
12.6% 84
12.6% 84
33.7% 224
9.3% 62
10.5% 70
9.5% 63
20.5% 136
18.3% 122
8.6% 57
14.9% 99
16.2% 108

Other (please specify) 86
answered question 665

skipped question 161

Response 
Count

319
answered question 319

skipped question 507

14.  What recreation programs should Sunnyvale expand or offer that are not currently offered?

Answer Options
Outdoor/Environmental programs
Aquatic programs
General interest classes (music lessons, computers)
Special events (concerts in the park, dances, festivals)
Sports (baseball, ultimate frisbee)
Arts (drama, painting, pottery etc.)
Educational programs/hobby related classes (scrapbooking, etc.)
Fitness classes (aerobics, yoga, etc.)
Drop-in activities (gymnasium, gameroom, computers, etc.)
Job related activities (volunteer, internship, training class)
Extreme Sports/ Outdoor adventure (rock climbing, mountain biking, rafting, scuba etc.)
No additional programs are needed

15.  If the City of Sunnyvale were to expand the recreation programs offered, what specific programs or services would you like to see offered?

Answer Options
See below

As with other questions, several respondents listed Cricket, golf, and remote controlled 
planes as needed facilities. Other needs promoted included skate parks, extension of the 
Stevens Creek Trail, and more sports for seniors. Some respondents stressed the 
importance of simply maintaining what exists, while others requested some new concepts 
such as knitting,square dancing, bocce ball, and ping pong.

While respondents still requested expansion of golf and Cricket grounds, others promoted 
several new ideas as well. Additional hiking and biking trails (with linkages to Stevens 
Creek) were mentioned several times, as were the need for a new gym, for more 
community gardens, for adult- and senior- focused sports such as swimming and soccer, 
and for unprogrammed/unstructured playing fields. There were frequent requests for 
more health and wellness classes such as yoga and pilates, and a series of comments 
requesting more arts & culture focused classes such as music, dancing, wine tasting, 
sculpture, knitting, theater, and other crafts. Some respondents also suggested very 
tailored life-skills type classes like how to lower your carbon footprint/live green, and 
inventor/machine shop classes. There was a strong theme around more outdoor 
programming, including calls for concerts in parks, outdoor educational areas, and more 
lighting at parks. Respondents called out the need to develop programs for certain 
populations as well, most often for teenagers, special needs populations, and for family 
events.
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

64.7% 450
12.9% 90
34.1% 237
18.7% 130
31.3% 218
2.3% 16
2.6% 18

Other (please specify) 70
answered question 696

skipped question 130

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

48.5% 361
21.7% 162
29.8% 222

Other comments 203
answered question 745

skipped question 81

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

54.5% 211
16.3% 63
29.2% 113

Other comments 56
answered question 387

skipped question 439

16.  Where do you get information about local parks and recreational programs, events and facilities?

Answer Options
City Activity Guide
City information bulletins
City website
San Jose Mercury News
Sunnyvale Sun
Radio
TV

17.  There are currently two golf courses in Sunnyvale. One is a 9-hole course with a driving range, as well as amenities for training and warm-up purposes. The other golf course has 18 holes, but no warm-up or training facilities. If the city were to 
convert the 18-hole golf course into a full-service golfing facility, including training and warm-up amenities, do we need a separate 9-hole golf course?

Answer Options
Yes
No
Don't know

18.  One potential use of the 9-hole golf course might be to convert the space into a multi-purpose facility with baseball and soccer ball fields. Do you support this potential redevelopment of the 9-hole golf course? 

Answer Options
Yes
No
Don't know

Responses to this question can be grouped into three broad categories: 1) N/A because 
the respondent does not golf and cannot comment; 2) No, because golf courses in 
general are seen as a waste of water, space and other natural resources and respondents 
would prefer the city focus time, money and energy on other endeavors; or, 3) Yes, 
absolutely (which was the most common general response). Frequent reasons cited by 
those who feel that a separate 9-hole course would still be needed included that they are 
most appropriate for older adults who tire easily, and for junior golfers who are learning, 
and because the existing course is a critical source of revenue for the city. 

Several respondents simply asked if such a redevelopment were necessary and would like 
more data on what the actual demand is for this. Others still stressed their desire for 
more Cricket facilities instead. Other responses were generally very mixed. For example, 
there seems to be strong support for more multi-use fields, but a need to keep those 
fields flexible and some of them unprogrammed. Some felt that this question was too 
myopic and there is a need to first establish a vision -- maybe the city needs more open, 
natural spaces instead. Some asked if the city had already made this decision, and if there 
is money available to do it. 
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

43.0% 321
29.5% 220
27.6% 206

Other comments 109
answered question 747

skipped question 79

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

42.4% 312
36.2% 266
21.4% 157

Other comments 141
answered question 735

skipped question 91

Response 
Count

367
answered question 367

skipped question 459

19.  Some members of the community have suggested that the city develop a free standing teen center, rather than sharing space with other community uses.  Do you support the development of a free standing teen center in the City of Sunnyvale?

Answer Options
Yes
No
Don't know

20.  Some members of the community have suggested that the city develop a large, multi-use sports complex with baseball and soccer ball fields. Do you support the development of such a sports complex in the City of Sunnyvale?

Answer Options
Yes
No
Don't Know

21.  Aside from what we have discussed so far, what other specific sports or recreational programs or facilities are important to you or members of your household? Please name up to three

Answer Options
See below

Many respondents repeated programs that have been mentioned throughout the survey. 
Common ones included more golf facilities, Cricket fields, a remote control plane park, 
bike paths, and more community gardens. Other programs and facilities mentioned here 
included rock climbing, rugby, programs for the growing Indian community, soccer, a 
showcase aquatic center, nature preserves with trails, dog parks, and more community 
programs (e.g., community movie night out) in general. 

As with other questions, several respondents wondered about the rationale behind this 
question, and asked if a new center was needed, what data was available to support this, 
and if this is what teens want (are they being consulted?). There was also some concern 
expressed that it not be housed at Sunken Gardens. Other comments can be grouped into 
three areeas - 1) those who believe the center should be built but integrated into existing 
facilities where teens already spend a good deal of time; 2) those who felt that several 
centers should be developed throughout the city; and 3) those who felt that there is 
already plenty of space for teen facilities. Other comments stressed that the important 
decisions will be not where a center is, but how it is programmed and staffed. 

Responses to this question were very diverse. Several respondents simply said no, while 
others were not in support because they felt that there is a need to focus more on 
nieghborhood parks and do not want to see something new built at the expense of other 
facilities. Many respondents felt that it would "depend" on several factors, including the 
cost, what sports would be included, where it would be, what amenities would be built, if 
there would be enough parking, and if the community really needs it (is there true 
demand?). Others reported that such a facility already exists at Baylands and Twin Peaks. 
Several respondents did support this, but asked to include diverse sport uses, including 
lacrosse and Cricket.
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

8.9% 61
31.7% 217
51.3% 351
8.0% 55

Other (please specify) 65
answered question 684

skipped question 142

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

6.3% 45
5.8% 42
2.6% 19
3.6% 26
11.1% 80
18.5% 133
13.1% 94
4.0% 29
5.6% 40
12.4% 89
8.6% 62
8.5% 61

answered question 720
skipped question 106

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

6.6% 46
6.3% 44
9.0% 63
12.0% 84
14.4% 101
9.7% 68
9.3% 65
32.8% 230

answered question 701
skipped question 125

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

83.0% 583
17.0% 119

Other (please specify) 27
answered question 702

skipped question 124

22.  What zip code do you live in?

Answer Options
94085
94086
94087
94089

23.  Using the map for reference, please indicate what park planning area in Sunnyvale you live in.  

Answer Options
1. Lakewood
2. Northwest Murphy
3. Southwest Murphy
4. East Murphy
5. Washington
6. De Anza
7. Ponderosa
8. West Serra
9. East Serra
10. Ortega
11. Raynor
12. Don't Know, n/a

24.  How many years have you lived in Sunnyvale?

Answer Options
1 year or less
2 to 3 years
4 to 5 years
6 to 9 years
10 to 15 years
16 to 20 years
21 to 25 years
26 or more years

25.  Do you own or rent your place of residence?

Answer Options
Own
Rent
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

49.1% 363
50.9% 376

answered question 739
skipped question 87

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

1.1% 8
2.0% 15
13.9% 103
24.6% 182
22.5% 166
14.3% 106
21.5% 159

answered question 739
skipped question 87

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

2.1% 14
4.1% 27
9.1% 60
11.3% 74
12.3% 81
13.4% 88
47.6% 313

answered question 657
skipped question 169

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

1.5% 10
6.2% 43
78.4% 540
8.3% 57
2.5% 17
3.9% 27
1.3% 9
6.1% 42
1.5% 10
0.9% 6
0.6% 4

Other (please specify) 19
answered question 689

skipped question 137

26. What is your gender?

Answer Options
Male
Female

27.  What is your age?

Answer Options
Under 18
18-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65

$100,000 to less than $120,000
$120,000 or more

29.  What ethnic group do you consider yourself a part of or identify with? Select all that apply

Answer Options
African-American/ Black
Asian Indian

28.  What category best describes your total household income before taxes in 2007?

Answer Options
Under $20,000
$20,000 to less than $40,000
$40,000 to less than $60,000
$60,000 to less than $80,000
$80,000 to less than $100,000

Caucasian/White
Chinese
Filipino
Japanese
Korean
Latino(a)/ Hispanic
Pacific Islander
Vietnamese
Other Asian
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